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An arduous journey reading cover to cover, but
completing travelers have a detailed and in-depth
understanding of the following major bioterrorism
agents: Bacillus anthracis (anthrax), Variola (small-
pox), Yersina pestis (plague), Brucella melitensis
(brucellosis), Coxiella burnetti (Q fever), Burkhol-
deria mallei (glanders), and Francisella tularensis
(tularemia). Researchers and scientists with dedi-
cated careers in the biological defense community
make up a large proportion of the authors. A rela-
tively small group of people, the majority of this
text’s writers, are associated with the US Army
Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases
(USAMRIID) or other closely-related United States
Department of Defense programs at Fort Detrick,
Maryland. Authors from the Defense Science and
Technology Laboratory, CBS Porton Down, Salisbury,
Wilts, UK also contributed. Chapter subject-experts
collate the past significant published knowledge and
share new research efforts in combating the threat
of bioterrorism. Topics are organized under the
major sections of preparation and military support,
medical countermeasures and decontamination,
emerging threats and future preparation, and diag-
nostic developments.
Each chapter can easily ‘stand alone’. For those
uninitiated in the bioterrorism field, the initial
chapters on anthrax and smallpox are appropriate
and compose a basic understanding for the detailed
and complex final chapters on genomics, genetic
fingerprinting, and diagnostic developments. Anti-
microbial agents effective against the major bioter-
rorism pathogens are covered in detail (174
references) and include clinically important facts.
For example, the B. anthracis isolate from the1201-9712/$32.00 # 2005 International Society for Infectious Diseas
doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2005.07.002October 2001 US anthrax letters contained an indu-
cible b-lactamase in addition to a cephalosporinase
and therefore multiple drug regimens, including
doxycycline or ciprofloxacin, were recommended
for treating severe anthrax disease.
The majority of chapters are well written, espe-
cially those on brucella, glanders and Q fever. The
opening historical paragraphs can provide insight
into today’s terminology. For example, Query fever,
a fever of unknown origin first observed in abattoir
workers in Queensland, Australia was named
Coxiella burnetti in 1948 after the combined work
by Dr Herald Cox of the Rocky Mountain Spotted
Fever Laboratory, Montana, USA, and the Australian
Dr Frank Macfarlane Burnet who described rickett-
sia-like bodies in the spleens of infected mice in
1937.
As for strengths, the chapters have been
researched in detail with references ranging from
60 to 170 citations; unpublished material primarily
from USAMRIID laboratories is also included. An
encyclopedic reference, this work is most appropri-
ate for individuals involved in bioterrorism counter-
measures research and development. For a
determined and knowledgeable reader, this intense
work explains the ‘why’ of pathogenesis for these
agents of bioterrorism. The specific agent or subject
(new diagnostics) chapters can be quickly consulted
to answer advanced questions. For portability, an e-
book version capable of a one-time download to a
personal computer or palm PDA, after receiving an
authorization through the Humana Press eBook
registration page, is included.
To provide the necessary research-related detail,
cohesion is sacrificed. The initial chapters contain
some repetition. The decontamination chapter only
addresses environmental issues, nothing regarding
contaminated patients. The complexity of the later
chapters on genomics assumes that the reader has a
solid basic background in terminology; some textual
definitions would have opened this work to a
broader reading audience.es. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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and Counterbioterrorism is a superb detailed refer-
ence, especially for those in the bioterrorism-pre-
vention research field. A challenging journey to read
completely, but one that provided great insight into
the pathogenesis of agents that have plagued man-
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